LIST OF DEATHS

POSITIVELY SSTABLISHED IN CONNECTION
WITH CIVIL DISTURBANCES IN

WASHINGTON, D. C. APRIL 5-7, 1968

About 6:10 illiams, male, negro, 14 years

of are, of was fatal

i e chest with a pisto e hand of

male, white, 27 years of age. assigned to the Fourteen
f the Hetropoliian Police Department.

Thomas Williams was pronounced dead at 7:00 p.m., April 5, 1968 at the

D, C, Morgue,
Bevera ooters” fleeing from the rear of the Young Men's Shop, 3942

Minnesota Ave., N, F. He states, he had an adult held at bay by gun
point and at this time the decedent, Thomas Williams, raced past in front
of him, striking his out-stretched hand, which was holding his service
revolver, The pistol discharged atriking the decedent.

About 9:15

ntyre, male, negro, 20 years
of age, of

was fatally shot with the
service revolver of male, white, 25 years
of' age, assigned to the Eleventh Precinct of the Metropolitan Police
Department, while fleeing the scene of a burglary at Al's Liquor Store,
4009 South Capitol Street.

Ernest McIntyre was pronounced dead at 10:55 p.m., April 5, 1968 at the
D. C. General Hospital,

About 11:00 p.m., april 9, 1968, Harold Bentley, male, negro, 34 years
of age, an out-patient of the 5t. Elizabeth's Hospital, on authorized
leave, was found in an unconsclous condition, in the rear of 513 H
Street, N. E.y, by a member of the L. C. Fire Department. Harold Bentley

was pronounced dead at 11:45 p.m., April S, 1968 at the D. C. General
Hoampitnl.

investigation revealed the Fire Department had responded to the scene
of a multi-alarm of fire and 515 H Street, N, E., a three story brick

building, wnich was entirely '"gutted", collapsed, roof and south wall,
burying the decedent beneath them.
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About 11:45 pem., april 6, 1968, a negro male, not identified and designated
John Doe "E", was found lying on the first floor landing near the loading

pl oted G. C. Murphy Company, 3128 .
by male, negro, 27 years of age, o

John Doe "E" was transported to the D. C. General Hospital and pronounced
dead on arrival at 1:30 a.m., April 7, 1968,

ma Special Policeman, stated, he found the charred body of
+ while making a check of the G. C. Murphy, which had been
the scene of a serious fire on April 5, 1968,

The body was clad in one size 7% D shoe, white undershirt, white jockey
shorts, brown socks and dark trousers,

During the investigati o] "’i Fe Neely, male, negro,

Sunday, 4pril 7, 1900, was found in an unconscious condition in a

second floor storage ro . y Company, 3128
Investizations Divislion of the Metropolitan

14th Street, N. W., by
Homicide Unit, Crimina

George Neely was transported to the D. C. General Hospital and pronounced
dead at 1:30 a.m., April 7, 1968. Cause of death was burns.

Police Department,

About 9:00 a.m., April 7, 1968, a negro male, not identified and
designated John Doe "G", was found lying on the floor of the meat

he looted Carolina Market, 1420
male, negro, 31 years of age, of

John Doe "G" was removed to the D. C. General Hospital and pronounced
dead on arrival at 10:45 a.m., April 7, 1968.

The body was clad in dark navy blue overcoat, unbuttoned, a maroon
shirt, black wool trousers, and black leather engineer type boots,

Cause of death - Smoke Inhalation; carbon monoxide poisoning.
Identitied as SFETH HALE, 4 years of ame, of

(2)



About 6:30 p.m., Saturday, april 6, 1968, the above subject was

removed from the home address, where she had been bed-ridden for six
months due to an injured knee., She was evacuated from the house when the

business establishment located at 1600 7th Street, N. W., m

q\ms set on fire by a group of persons whose identity
are unknown. n autopsy was performed at the D, C. fieneral Hospital and
the cause of death was listed as pulmonary edema cause to smoke inhalation.

J\MES, Annie M., femal:, negro, 56 years of age,
pronounced dead at 9:40 a.m., April 9, 1968.

JSFFERS, William P., male, negro, 40 years ol age, of_
pronounced dead at 12:00 noon, April 1k, 1968,

About 10:00 a.m., Sunday, April 14, 1968, the above subject was
found in an unconscious condition, in the basement of byrned

Jan's Dry Goods Store, 151% 7th Street, Northwest, by
Truck #3, of the D. C. Gire Department,

An autopsy was performed at the D, C. Morpue on Monday, April
15, 1968 and the cause of death is listed as thermal injuries, to be
completed.
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LISS QF DEATHS
PROBABLY/POSSIBILITY ESTABLISHED IN
CONNECTION WITH CIVIL DISTURBANCES
IN WASHINGTON, D. C., APRIL 5-7, 1968

Between 1:00 a.m., April 5, 1968, George M. Fletcher, male, white,
28 years of age, of

while in an
automobile in company with three companions, was fatally stabbed in

the top of the head by person or persons unknown.

Subjects drove to Virginia where they summoned an ambulance, which
transported Fletcher to the Fairfax Hospital where he was pronounced

dead on arrival at 2:40 a.m., April 5, 1968 by Dr. Phillip Azer of staff.

The location of this incident has not been Found. Accordingly, this

case is being carried in the category of possible,

About 6:53 p.m., Friday, April 36 s Ford, male, negro,
29 years of age, of was found in an

unconscious condition, lying in the dirt area alongside the fence of

the Cardozo High School, 2300 1lth Street, Northwest, by_

of the First Precinct, Metropolitan Police Department.

Ronald James Ford was transported to the Washington Hospital Center

where he was pronounced dead on arrival at 7:10 p.m., April 5, 1968,

A trail of blood wns found from a looted restaurant to where the decedent
wia found. This case is still under investigation and is being carried
as probably incidental to the civil disturbances.



METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Washirgton, D. C,

Eleventh Frecinct April 16, 1968
TO: The Chief of Police

THRU: The Assistant Chief for Field Overations

ATTANTION: Deputy Chief, Commznder, Patrel Division

ATTSNTION: Supervising Inspector Third Distriet

SURJECT: A chronolosical ravort of events relating to disordars

within ths Eleventh Precinct bezinnineg Thursday Arril &
1968, protlems encountered, soluticnz utilized and
reconriandations,

THURSDAY, APRIL &4, 1053: Thursday bezan as a usual day
in the Eleventh Prec1nﬂ* with the normsl rumber of burglaries, rohbaries
and other crim=s reported. Businass was usual and there wzs notking
noted that would mive ary ivdicallen »f .:9pts to non=, AL 9:51 P.U.,
ordaerz wars raceived to hold the 4:00 P.''., to 12:00 section on dunr.
At 10:10 P.if,, c21ls were startad to nntify the 12:C0 ridnisht to 8:00
AM., section tn repert for duty immediately. At 10:12 P.M,, we teran
nolifying all C,D,U, menbars of the nrecirct to rewort te thz C,D, U.
storarooa, These rotifications werz made relative te disorders which
had begun in other sections of tha eity., At 11:59 P.M., twenty-thrze
(23) mamhers of tha L:00 P.lH., section were sent to 14th and You 3treets
Moo Tn oadditicn, threz scout cars from this precinct ware sent to
the northwest aran, The sonditions within the Zleventh Precinct rermained
rornal and no unusuzal activity was reportaed,

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1958: At 12:48 AM., notifications wera
started to call in all off duty mersonrel of the vracinat, As these azn
arrived they ware essi-r2d to patrol the business araas of tha nracinet.
At 3:L0 ALY,, the windetield in Jdsout 117 was braksn by 2 leree erowd in
th2 2300 blosk of 13th Strast MW, (#13 Precinst), 1t 5:05 AM,, a1l
davs off for mephars of this rﬁwﬁ*hd wars cazcelad, AR 11:hS M,
Dtoaverth Fre~irct, iniured his tack while
z 2873 and paintainirs an arrast 2t 13th ard You
Strests M., (‘13 Presinct.) :as zdithed to the Washirctaon
Haspital Center. &% 12:00 Yoen all rasters of this oracirct were vlaced
or 12 hour shifts, At 12:3) P.u., a larse -roun of duwan
(anﬂr*?1'“fv1v 300) mrrehed frem Amacomtia Vigh and Kr
Gchonls tn Micmezets Avenus cn4 vnﬂnsvlwan‘H drrsrna S
neld a memorizl mestinsg for VR, KINZ. bl

a3 Junier Tiqh

. vhera thay

= praceful ard
disbanded shont 1:00 2., Small =rouzs fron thic meating bazen to drift

lq.: r--:,-;ﬂ-lp Pt



FRIDAY, AFDRIL 5, 1958 CONTINUTD:

north into the Feurteenth Precinct and south into the Eleventh Precinct.
Shortly after 1:00 P,M., calls for disorderly crowds were beginning to

be received at the Eleventh Precinct., Crouds wers gatherinc on Good Honz
Read, Yheeler Pozd, Alabamz Avenue and along Nichols Avenue. About 1:30
P.M., reports of wirdow smas™irss and looting began coming in from zreas
of business over the entire orecinct. Arrests for lootinz were mz=de.
Avout 6:00 P.M., the windshiz2ld of Scout 118 was emashed by a brick thrown
at Nichols and Mount View Place 5 E. By 7:00 P.M¥,, illsgal activity was

increasing., Arrasts for, 2 4 8L eing m2 de. At 7:55 P.M.,
Cruiser 23, operated by was damaged in an accident
vhile chasing looters in front of 2121 1dth Stre=t S.E, At 8:35 P.Y,,

advance members of Fnrineer Troons from Fort Belvoir arrived. This first
company of troons was immediately placed in critical areas of the pracinct.
Avout 2:00 P,M., first report of fire in shopping centers at 1000 tohler
Place and 4100 theeler Rozd S.8. cam2 in. The fires were fought by fire
companies from H=rylnnd ard Virginia. Poth shopning centars ware
destroyed. About 9:10 P.M., fire was ranortnd in the shopning center at
1300 Savonnch atreat S.E. which caused ex
Ernest McIntyre, MNeo
shot and killed by when he was surprised

looting a2 liquor store in the 4000 block of South Canitol Straet, ZQlofotyra

had approached the officer in a thregiapi anna s
Inc‘- i la 1 f VS
shot by Eieven ecinct, as he tried to run

the officer down with an autonobile at the scene of the looting of 2
liquor store at 2237 Minnesota Avznue S,E, was treated at

D.C. Genaral Hospitzl, released and returned to the 2leventh Precinct.

At 10:00 P.M., some unknown versen threw a rock, breakinrg tie raar window

of Scout 112. The Scout ' i 3 ba 3500 blonk of “heslar
Ro=d S,E. At 10:30 P.M., Ileventh Precinct,
received broken fincers while ¢! rne looters ar oth and Eye Streets S.©o

sine P
(Fifth Precinct). At 11: 0 P, b., arrancements were nade to house the
82nd Airborns Divizion in Ballou Hich School.

SATURDAY, APRTIL 6, 19A8: At 2:00 A.M., a co~munications
n=t was oreonized with the U.3.Army troops. All availeble meshers of this
corttand with troops were patrolling the streets. A large number of curfew
violateors were beins arrested, Many itens of loot found on the streets
were baing broucht into tho statimn by troops and policemen., About L4:00
AM., two sepavate roports were recsived of a Mecro male in a light trench
coat, vointine a rifle at troons stationad at 1bth and Good Hops Rond 8.7,
The entira ar=a was saarched with th2 helv of 3 unit frea C.0.U. Gss

was used by C,.D,U, on several vaszant and condeammed housas in tre arqa buk
results wers nagative, Thinss became relatively auiat durins the daylicht
hours of Saturday. At 7:15 P.M., nleTanth
Precinct, injurad his back while urlo~ding crates of tear ras at fhz
Municiral “enter.
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SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 1968: At 2:00 AM

le s
-Eleventh Preciret, was injured by broksn 2lass while ch2sing
1ooters in the rear of 2757 Wichols Avanue. received lacarations
to th2 left forearm riowirin~> 18 stitchas, Prom th s time until 6:45

P.M., the precinct was relatively calm, At asbout 6:50 P.}.. an Arp
o : rturned at 2310 3Skyland Place S.E. #
m82nd Airbornez Division was taken by he ironter to
<el Heed Ho

spital, condition ecritical,

MONDAY, APRIL 8, 1958: During the day troops patrolled
the streets. Relative calm prevailed. At night the curfew was enforced

with fes violstors, A few reports of loot2rs were received. Tha evening
and night were quist and calm,

Tuzspiy, AeRtr 9, 1958: At 2:45 A, , || G
Sleventh Pracinct, vhile stationed at 2 roadblock at

Suitland Rozd 2nd “outharn Avenue S,E., reported several sniper shots
directed at him fron t building just across the distriect line in
Maryland, eturned nins (9) rounds of fire. A thoroush
search of Th? 2r2a was conducted by Maryland snd Eleventh Presinct officers
and the results were negative. At 9:50 AM., an Army tractor-trailsr was
damzged in an accident at Nichols Avenue and Portland Strest S,E. There
were no injuries. Th2 remainder of the daylight hours were guiet. At
8:20 P.M., a rock wes thrown throush the right windzw of Cruiser 231 in

ama Avenue S,E, Thz window was srashed endh

leventh Prezinet, received injuries to the face. He
was treated at Cafritz Hospit-l and remained on duty.

o

WEDTISDAY, APRIL 10, 1968: At 12:10 4.M., Scout 116 uas
demaged in an accident ot Stanton Terrace and Sruce Place S.8,, vhile
¢hasing a suspicious auto., The auto being chased was abandoned and the

occupants escared. It provad to be stolen, No other insidents reportad
this date,

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 19A8: The sonditions in tha nrezinct
Th2 82n1 Airberne Divicion besan rermoving its troops and the

2 peslmo7ing into the vrecinct. 4t 9:15 P.M.,
Zleventh Precinct, after having made an arrest

in the ock of Knox Street. was surronndad hy a larze crowd which
threatensd the officer,

fired one (1) shot into thz air
vwhich dispersed thz crowd lorg enouzh forhim to zet to his scout car
with the prison:r ani leava tha araa,

wers caln,

FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 1948: it Lk:00 AM., the last curfew
was lifted. Total curfew arrast had been 340 advlts and apnrovim-taly
150 juveniles. The day rerained calrm, By 11:50 P.M,, this date th2
total nurber of adult arrests for all offenses since thastart of tha
disturbznze stood at 568,
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SATURDAY, A+2IL 13

1963: Calnm vravniled throudg £h
At 11:30 P.NM., whita, male, 20 years of
renorts while walking in the 00 blosk

) D.N., he ot in the left shoulder by an unknown
sniner. could no* tell if the shots cam2 from an auto or
orne of the buildin s in the area.

SUIMAY, APRIL 14,
_ white, male, 41 years o while walking in

Tont o: his home, was attacked by three Negro mzles who stonped their
auto when they saw hirt afoot. One of these subjacts stated, "I _haven't

s a white man since this riot'., He then proceeded to stab)

ahout the face and h=ad with a knife, Condition sarious and
admitted to the hosvital. At 1:05 AJM., 2 lzrge furniture store at 1236
Good Hope Rozd S.E., was entered and a large guanity of TV sets wer:
stolen. The store was than set afire causing extensive damage to the
entire building. The remainder »f the day was calm, As of 8:00 P.M.,
this date nin=teen (19) business establishm=nts had been destroyed by
fire, ninety-eicht (98) had been extensively damaced by looters. Mo homss
or apnrtrents had been destroyed by disturbance relzted incidents., The

Fire Dep-rtrant was placusd Sunday evenirg by the sounding of ten (10)
false fire boxes in th2 precinct.

MO'DAY, APRIL 15, 1953: Monday was a quist day. HNetionsal
Guard units assisted policz in patrollingz the strests. A series of false
fire boxes was sounded in the early evening in the southern part of the
precinet., The normsl amournt of crime was reported. There were no
disturbance rz2lzted incidents,

TUTSD-Y, APRIL 16, 1968: The operations of the Rlaventh
Precinct returnad to normal. Hational Guard Units left the precinst about
12:00 loon. Vany businesss establishments that had been looted warc opensd
again for business.

PROBLTMS ENCOUNT ZRED

-

TRAMZEORT..TICGH OF PRTICMNIRI

During theupeak arrest ceriods there was a problem of trans-orting prisonsrs
from thoplace of nrrest to e Sleventh Precinet. Yagon #1 was fregquantly
busy with runs= to hosnitzls and hsadqusrters. After the arrival of 2roy
troovs we utilized a large Army truck, fArmy Je2p and on2 of our scout cars
to oporate as a wait desiwnated "asen #17", This method supple~ented
recular wa<on trausnortation.




PROSLIZIS THOOUNT JR4D COHTTINIZD

HOLDTNG PRISONIRS UAILTS AYATDING BOOKING .

Durinz thezesk arrest psriods thers wes a largs tacklog of prisoners waiting
to be bookzd, Tt was necessary to nlace these nrisoners in the rapors
writing roon snd other rooms in the station until trey coul? ba bookad,
searched and placed in ths cellblock., A tyoswriter in the revort room

was dam=ced by nnknown prisonsrs at one time when the room was packed

with prison:rs. About the third d-y we manared to cet an Army bus with

cage and bars on th= windows which we paried directly in the rear of the

station, All prisonars brought in were placed on this bus then brought

daas

into thestetion onz a*t a time to be booked and processed,

BOOKIHG OF PRIICNITIS

Operating with one errest book allows only one officer =t a tim= to do the
booking, This is a slow process in view of the information neaded for the
records and the reluctance of some vrisoners to vrovide this information.

CURFZ PAS3S
Many veonle were found on thestr
nzture of their occunations of

et during curfew, vho, hecausa of the

of other situations, w2re allowed to proceed.
Very few people holdins curfe passes werz encountered. Tach officer
stoppinz these people was left to hisown descretion 2nd common sensa. With
no uniformity, many psrsons c¢laimed they wsrs arrested at one ro=dblock
after havins been pacsed on a2t several othears.

-~
¥
"

DECOMMNDAPICHS

TRANSPORTTING PRIZCM RS .

I recormend that a number of Arny trucks stnticned in the Yashincton arsa
be equipned with rear end gates and covered with wire rating them suitahle
for transportin- prisor:.rs. At thefirst sign of civil diserder thase
trucks could be mads available to the dspariment. At least one truck
should be wmade av-oilable to each zrecirct.

DETATNTNG DRITQUIZAS AAIPIIG P02 3S3ING
I recommnend a rurker of Army busas stationed in the area be ecuipped with
cages and barred windows and that at least one bus be mada available to

each precinct for confinemant of priscnars at the earliest sign of ecivil
disorder,

BOCKING OF PRITCNSTS

T recomend tnat = system be established uti tha nresent PD forn
#255 for booking purroszes during tires of pas asts., As nany officers
as arve ncedad could obt-in information from orison:rs and record the
information b hond on Form #255, The prizoner could than be senrched =nj
placed in th= cezllblosk. ALl 255 forms would he turnad over to the
station cl-rk for booling on the arr-zt book when tirs nsrmitted. Czse
nunhers could ke antered on the 255' ferms at the tirs the caze is antered
on the arr=st bosk.
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CUR B4 P1SSES

I recomrend that cu-few p2sses be isened beforehand to all pe 'sons who
would qualify for beins on the streets durinz curfew hours at a time of
civil dirorder. Thi= would avoid =2 rush for nrsses at the timz an
emereency is declored, I racommend that Co-manding Officers of Precincts
be mernitted to issue curfew passes to membars of th2 Reserwva Corps so

they would be permitted te travel to and from the statinns durinz a time
of curfew.

CURFEY COLLATERAL
I resormend that a cash collateral be set for wiolations of curfew.

Violaters could be hald until the curfew expires for that perticular day
then releasad upon nosting a cash collateral.

RIQT HELMZTS

I recormand that, for sanitary reasons and coatrelpurpose, each memher
of the Departmnent be personally issued a riot helret,

COVERALLS

I recommend thzt all menhers of the Departmant be issu=d coveralls as are
usad by mem“erz of the C,X,D. These coveralls are a practical uniform for
civil disovder work and would save damage to regzular uniforms.

BASTPALL TYPE GAS GRININIS

I recormand that 2 suv-ly of baseball tyne gas granades be kapt at the
precinct stationhous:s., This zrenade is simple to use and ecousas 2 minimm
of injuries. Control could Ye maintained by 2n order issued setting

forth the conditions under vhich they could te used,

This rerort is subnmitted in complianzz with Teletype
meg=age #19-~8k0,
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‘ I
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Metropolitan Police Devartment

\

TO: Tne Chief of Police

-
PR s ]

May 29, 1958

THRU: Assistant Chief for Field Op:rations
ATTENTION: Deputy Chief, Commanding Patrol Division ’

SUBRJECT: 5epor;80n the Disorders in Washingtca, D.C. commensing April
196
] -

Assumed command of the Third Inspection District at approximately
2:30 AM. April 5, 1968. Survey oi conditions existing in the precincts
comprising this district reveled that no lootipg, fires or other discrders
had been reported on the evening of April 4th. Althcugh a2 number of men
and vehicles from the district had been deployed in other Sections of the
City, conditions in the Third District remained normal.

12:00 Hoon, April 5th -- Reported to the office of the Patrol
Division commander. Discussed with the Assistant Superintendent of Scheols .
the advisability of continuing the public schocols in session until the .
normal dismissal time. I assumed Comeand of the Third Inspection District
at about 1:10 P.M.. NHo incidents involved looiing or burning in the district
at this time,

About 2:00 P.M. the Third District Command FPost was moved to
the Eleventh Precinct on directions from the office of the Chief of Police
because the Precinct Coamander was on detail at Fort Gordon, Ga.. Upon
arrival within the confines of the Eleventh Precinct it was noted that
large crowds, mostly juveniles and young adults were roaming the streets,
A number of people who had previously consented to gerve as community
relations volunteers began reporting {o the Station house to receive
instructions and arm bands. These persons were sent to business areas with
the view of dissuading spectztors and others to leave the streets. This
effort proved ineffective. The police reserve Corps was also mobilized,

At appoximately 3:00P.M. I began touring the precinct to
observe conditions. I responded to the 4100 block of Wheeler Road where a
large group of juveniles and adults had gathered in front of the shopping
area. A group of Four special officers werc on the scene. They were
equipped with a shot gun and dogs. Spokesmen for the crowd objectad
vigorously to the presence of these men. The special officers ware directed
to leave the area. Leaders in the crowd made efforts to disperse the persons
gathered there. Thelr efforts were partially successful.

About 4:00 P.M. the police radio began broadcasting many calls
reporting looting and breaking of store windows thoughcut the precinct.
I returnsd to the 4100 block cf Wneeler Recad to discover that looting had
bzgun in that area. The mstal grills had been remcved from the store fronts
and the windows brokea. Two scoui cars, each with 4 men were preseat and
vere making arrests. Successful efforis were made to disperse the crowd.




PAGH 2

About 4:30 P.M. thez stores in the 2100 Blck of Wheeler Poad
were s¢t on Tfire by persons unknowit, Simntsncously with the distrulance
on wheeler Road business premises were belug attacksd in several other
areas of the precinct and looting vere mounting at a rarid rate, At this
time relatively few iucidents vere reported in the 4th and Sth Precincts,
Lootings and burning apgear to have coumirensed in the 5th Precinct batween
5:30 P.M. and 6:00 F.H.., Conditions remained near normsl in the 4th Precinct
throughout tha period of distrubanzes

T continued patrol, chiafly of ths 1Wih Precinct, resyonding on
calls and giving direction to patrolmen, I made reprated requests for
Militory psrsusnel to be deployed in thz Ilth Precinct. wo c=rs from the
kih Frocinct werse deployed in the Eleventh Frecined

About 7:00 P.H,, April S5th, Cruiser 723 was invovlad in an
accident wilh an auvts orevoied by suspected leooters, The loclers escaped
but the auto was taken into custody aleng with  large quantity of ¥Whisley.
The Hilitary evrived in the 1lth Precinct and veors deployed in eritical
areas, I estimatc their time of wsrrival as 7:45 P.H. April 5, 1985,

In general wildtary personmel were deployed in platcoon units in
five areas which hud been subjactizd to the most gevere looling znd burning.
Significently, scveral erveas, up to this time, hwd netl been attsocked by
looters. These include the Fairfax Village section znd the erez avoind the
Sears Roebuck Comrany at 28th ard Alabazra Avenue S.c.. After copsultation
with Hilitary personnel; troops were deployed in these arcas. Incefar
as pessible, police officers were deployed with the troops. The welorizcd
units of the military were assigned to respond vith scout czrs on calls.
This procedure proved to Lz effsctive in prouectlng huziness estrbldishnents
vhich had bezeu entered by criminals,

Enforcemznt of the curfcy coﬁm*nccd ".or‘l" after the progls-
wation becams known in tha district, It vaos impossible to have effcs.ive
enforcement vithoeul the asrsistance of the thUJo- Sirict snforcament of
the curfeow CaJHCﬂS&d iitesaiately, Tinz troops arrived and continved throuzh
out the critiecal peciod. The Lurfew provad to be one of the most cifective
veupons at ths disrosul of law onfeorcement.

Filitery personn:l ware finzlly deployed in the Fifth Fresinct
early on Saturday iyril 6th. Order was very quickly restored. Only ssattored
incidence of leooting occurred

Vory little looting and vanialisn oszured in the Fourin Fracinet.
However, th: den?oymaet of trooys on Szturésny in the Fourih rvecinct,
prevented scvere looting from occuring thrre,

April 6th and the repainder of the encrg ency period wsy nere
or less stabilized because of the deplaysont of the Hilitary in asnle
nupbirs. kany confrrences weve held with 11e militery correndors dn the
three procinsis nlanm with the preciyet con anz s, Cooperriion “atuenn
police offic:.ﬁ ard the militmry vaec eneellent oL &1) levels, T Perroncally
recived uﬂﬁj faveralle conments Troa silitary poople regusrding the

coendust and enliber of our persorasl.
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Significant problems encouatered during the period of the crergen.y

g

I concur with thz captains of the 4th, 5th, and 1lth Precincts
that shortage ol personnel waz the most pressing problem, This involved

the lack of sufficicnt personnel to protect premises and arcas where windows
and doors were broken or forced and a large quantity of merchandise still
renained on the premises. This problem vas most acute during the pzriod
before the deployment of the military personnel., The problem was adequately
handled after the arrival of soldiers and marines. The handling of large
amounts of property, the handling of juveniless and other prisoners vresented
a problem wvhich was ccmpounded by limited personnel. In toth these areas

the Rezserve Corps rondered valuable assistauce.

Some difficulties in the hzndling of large numtars of juveniles
was experieuced,; particulzry in the 5th and 11th Precincts. However the
problem was rendered less acute by the utilization of the Reszerve Corps.
Without exception, Lhe Roserve Corps of edvh of the three Ire-incts in tha
District revforrad outstendingly well. Therz wos somz reluctance on my port
to authorine street duty fov members of the Reserves bocause of personal
risks to thanselves. I lat:r discovered that meny of these men did p=rform
duty on the strect apd ware instrwisntal for alerting police officars when
buziness places ware attacked,

Eauipmant shortupges were varticularly ncute. Many rolice
officerz were required to vrorforn duty without holmets and gas misis.

Recomnendations for chan<es in mrocedurs, eauinment ntc, io
Deparinental efiectiveness in the event of futher disturbances

). Riot equipuent should be furnisned eash natrolman, this o inciuile
1 - . 1
hzlmets, gus uashs and rict vutons,
)

2, Supply each precinct with a sufficint supply of tear gr=.
oe by Dnly

3o Suprly ea h precinct with a guantity of shot puns to be used ia
scout ears and on road blocks,

i, Providz each precinct comsander a fund to Lz used for renting irucks
for transportation -f prisoners, providing food for the mepbers of
his command znd for providenl purposes.

5. The Patrol Division Cemmander, and the Field Operations Coimander
or their representatives should te available to the District

Inspectors and the Precinct Commanders, at all times.

6., More training in riot procedures lor as many of the nembors of the
ratrol division as poszsible.

7. bstablishment of earlier Curfeu.



METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON, D. C.

. PREC1ACT April 16, 1968

e The Chief of Police

TARL: The Assistant Chief for Field Operations
ATTENTION: Deputy Chief, Commander, Patrol Division
ATTENTION: Supervising Inspector Third District

SUBJECT: Report on the Disorders in this city which began
April 4, 1968 as required by Teletype Message 19-840,

1, A Chronological repert of significant events relating
to the disorders which occurred in the Fifth Precinct.

The problems and events which occurred in the city
after the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King did not
start in the Fifth Precinct or even take place until some-
time after conditions were out of control in the Tenth and
Thirteenth Precincts. I know this to be true because I
surveyed the precinct in the scout car while listening to
the radio, At 2:00 P.M., Friday, April 5, 1968, I, was
with Governor Ronald Regan of California in the South East
Enrichment Center, located 723-8th Street, S.E., where he
was talkdng with Father Anderson and members of the neighbor-
hood, The Governor finished his business and left the premise
about 3:00 P.M. Although there were large numbers of young
people on the street at this time there was no disorder. It
was not until about 6:00 P.M., Friday, April 5, 1968, that
policemen in the Fifth Precinct observed any real disorder,
At this time five men were observed smashing the front show
window to a Mens' Haberdasher store at 611 Pa Ave S.E. One
of these men was arrested for Burglary 2 (case 1793), this
being the first arrest relative to the disorder. The other
men involved in this burglary escaped in an auto. Shortly
there after at 6:32 P.M., the same happened to a Liquor Store
at 7th and E Streets, S.E. The next place looted was Stans
Discount Store at 545-8th Street, S.E., at 7:40 P.M. About
the same time, 7:40 P.M., Friday, April 5th, the South East
Uniform shop at 721-8th Street, S.E. was looted and a fire
started which completely destroyed the building. Shortly
there after two more fires were set, one at a gas station,
the other a amsll store, but without too much damage.



From that time on till daylight, Saturday, the 6th,
many stores were broken into and looted. The looting
appeared to have little to do with the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King., It is my feeling that these
persons were committing these crimes; arson, burglary
and larceny, because there wasn't much chance of their
being apprehended.,

The Fifth Precinct was greatly hampered by the re-
moval of three scoul cars and their crews during the
critical hours of this disorder. (Transferred to other
precincts for duty with 5.0.D.). The remaining scout
cars had to respond on radio runs and give attention to
special locations such as storage tanks of Washington Gas
Company, and the Stewart Petroleum Company, the employees
coming out of the House Office Buildings, Library of Congress,
and etec, Our mobile units having to enswer these assignments
had little time to arrest or harass the looters, and our
total command was not large enough to adequately patrol the
many stores spread through out the precinet,

Each hour I was in touch with Inspector Owen M, Davis
and other staff officials advising them of our precarious
situation. About 5:30 P.M., Friday, April 5th, I was told
by an Inspector that troops or a representative of them
would arrive at the precinct by 7:00 P.M. After several
other calls to headquarters and hours later, about mid-
night, General Haines and a police Inspector responded to
the precinct. General Haines listened to the problems of
the precinct and assured me that a company of Marines would
be essigned to the Fifth Precinct, With the support of
the Marine Company the disorder which had developed into
an Army of destruction began to subside,

For the next several days with the Marines present,
riding in our scout cars, patroling in their mobile units,
standing guard at important locations, we were again com=-
pletely in control., The Marines and the policemen worked
together harmoniously, as if they had trained together.

The Commissioner's Curfew on Saturday gave us a device
to clear the streets of persons bent on creating disorder.
We planned with the Marine officers to make this curfew
effective and the results were amazing, We first had the
curfew announced by the scout cars and the Marine sound
truck in advance, Then ten minutes after the curfew we
made up a proession of the sound truck, two marine troop,
trucks covered with chicken wire, and two scout cars and
toured the precinct,



tozether with

Those persons on the street in violation were placed in
the wire covered trucks visible to the public and also
to the eighteen marines guarding them and at the same
time supporting all police action. In our first night
we arrested over a hundred violators, Each night we did
this and the area afterwards was like a ghost town,

In the Fifth Precinct during the disorder I did not
hear or Jnow of any incident where violence or harassment
against the police was committed. Not a single complaint
was made of police or servicemen using excessive force,
In fact I haven't received a complaint of any kind,

After Monday, April 8th, a second company of service-
men were assigned (U.S.Army) and later replaced by another
company of National Guard service personnel, These men
were badly needed to place guards on Government installations
and critical locations in the precinct as a preventive
measure., From the time the Marines reported to the precinct
crime subsided and for the next week there were only isolated
cases of looting and larceny.

2. A gummary of any significant problems which developed
any unusual procedures which were implemented,

The greatest problem the Fifth Precinet had was the
shortage of personnel to handle this emergency situation,
Officers would arrive on looting scenes with large hostile
crowds making as many arrests as possible but would have to
leave the scens io transport the prisoners to the precinct,
After a short period of time these officers would return to
the same location and take the looters by surprise and make
more arrests. This was very effective, The scout cars we
had were receiving emergency calls and could not spend time
dispersing large crowds through out the precinct. The scout
car loud speaksr was used frequently and to some success in
dispersing crowds,

A significant problem was the handling of large quanities
of looted property that we recovered., We did not have any
containers for this property or the personnel to properly
handle it, To cope with this problem we obtained some trusted
civilian persons who volunteered their services and placed
them under the supervision of one policeman, These civilians
taged the property with the officers name and the defendant's
name, tied it up and secured same in the basement of the pre-
cinct, They also stood guard over the property until we
could ship it off to the property warehouse,

Another problem was the handling of large numbers of
Juveniles arrested by the Fifth Precinct. To cope with this
problem we used police Cadets that were assigned to us, These

young men worked continucusly processing the #379 forms



and other paper work until the arrival of the Youth Aid
Division,

Also a problem was the lack of equipment of all kinds,
The Civil Disturbance Unit took our gas guns, tear gas and
gas masks at the beginning of the disorder, There were also
very few helmets available., This left us bare as to de-

fensive equipment in the beginning and we had no ocutside
help.

The number of injured prisoners coming to D.C. General
Hospital was also a problem, The Admitting and Emergency
Room was a busy place once the disorder started, We used
Auxiliary Policemen and Civilians to help secure information
and guard the many prisoners sent from every precinct,

We had a problem of getting food for the men who were
working long and tedious hours. To cope with this the
Fifth Precinct advisory council and local neighbors prepared
food and brought it into the station, It would be re-
commended for the future that one hot meal each day be served,
such as stew or soup.

A problem of transporting prisoners arrested in large
numbers was experienced here, We over came this problem
by using the Marine Troop irucks covered with chicken wire.
This wire also prevented anyone being injured by rocks and
bottles. These trucks were the greatest piece of equipment
we had.

3. Recommendations for changes in procedures, equipment,
or policies to improve departmental effectiveness in the future.

Have the Precinct Station House equiped with enough
tear gas, tear gas guns, masks, riot helmets and batons for
immediate use. Also each car should contain a shot gun and
enough ammunition, The shot guns were very impressive and
the show of these weapons made many touchy situations turn
into a normal arrest., There should be more portable (hand
carry type) spotlights with spare parts and batteries, We
should have more flares and barricades available to set
up road blocks or cordon off troubled areas,

Recommend a central location that is big enocugh to
handle all our prisoners., The arrest team could take thenm
to this location directly from the scene of arrest and
turn them over with a form 255 (curfew violations, etc,).

This precinct had plenty of coffee and sandwiches but
a system would be recommended where the officers could get
one hot meal each day,



Have an extra wagon or truck that could be used
exclusively for the transportation of female prisoners.
Using our wagon to transport these women to the Womens
Detention Center left us with no available unit for
disorderly transports to the station,

We should make arrangements to have one or two
officers take all the cases to court for the first
appearence. All that is done the first time is to make
the necessary papers and continue the case, We should not
have to take too many of our working police off the strest
to go to court, We did this in the Fifth Precinct and had
very few problems.

Have a supply of portable cardboard boxes in each
preécinet for processing of looted and recovered property.

The department should consider issuing each man
coveralls to be kept in his locker in the precinct, This
would save our uniforms from damage.
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Daniel A, Hoadley
Captain
Commanding Fifth Precinct























